
Grade 8 Science FCAT 
Rubric for Short-Response Questions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2 points  A score of two indicates that the student has demonstrated a  
  thorough understanding of the scientific concepts and/or  
  procedures embodied in the task. The student has completed  
  the task correctly, in a scientifically sound manner. When  
  required, student  explanations and/or interpretations are  
  clear and complete. The response may contain minor flaws that  
  do not detract from the demonstration of a thorough   
  understanding. 
 
1 point  A score of one indicates that the student has provided a   
  response that is only partially correct. For example, the student 
  may arrive at an acceptable conclusion or provide an adequate  
  interpretation, but may demonstrate some misunderstanding of  
  the underlying scientific concepts and/or procedures.   
  Conversely, a student may arrive at an unacceptable conclusion  
  or provide a faulty interpretation, but could have applied   
  appropriate and scientifically sound concepts and/or   
  procedures. 
 
0 points  A score of zero indicates that the student has provided a  
  completely incorrect or un-interpretable response, or no   
  response at all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grade 8 Science FCAT 
Rubric for Extended-Response Questions 

 
 
 
 
 
4 points  A score of four indicates that the student has demonstrated a  
  thorough understanding of the scientific concepts and/or  
  procedures embodied in the task. The student has completed  
  the task correctly, used scientifically sound procedures, and  
  provided clear and complete explanations and interpretations. 
  The response may contain minor flaws that do not detract from  
  a demonstration of a thorough understanding. 
 
3 points  A score of three indicates that the student has demonstrated  
  an understanding of the scientific concepts and/or procedures  
  embodied in the task. The student’s response to the task is  
  essentially correct, but the scientific procedures, explanations,  
  and/or interpretations provided are not thorough. The   
  response may contain minor flaws that reflect inattentiveness  
  or indicate some misunderstanding of the underlying scientific  
  concepts and/or procedures. 
 
2 points  A score of two indicates that the student has demonstrated  
  only a partial understanding of the scientific concepts and/or  
  procedures embodied in the task. Although the student may  
  have arrived at an acceptable conclusion or provided an   
  adequate interpretation of the task, the student’s work lacks an 
  essential understanding of the underlying scientific concepts  
  and/or procedures. The response may contain errors related to  
  misunderstanding important aspects of the task, misuse of  
  scientific procedures/processes, or faulty interpretations of  
  results. 
 



1 point  A score of one indicates that the student has demonstrated a  
  very limited understanding of the scientific concepts and/or  
  procedures embodied in the task. The student’s response is  
  incomplete and exhibits many flaws. Although the student’s  
  response has addressed some of the conditions of the task, the 
  student has reached an inadequate conclusion and/or provided  
  reasoning that is faulty or incomplete. 
 
  The response exhibits many flaws or may be incomplete. 
 
0 points   A score of zero indicates that the student has provided a  
  completely incorrect solution or un-interpretable response, or     
  no response at all. 
 


